
Critical Media Literacy Rubric 
 
 

Criteria Beginning 
1 

Developing 
2 

Accomplished 
3 

Exemplary 
4 

Score 

Able to identify 
perspectives, 
values, and 
issues; 
detect bias; 
and read for 
implicit as well 
as explicit 
meaning 

Has difficulty 
identifying 
perspectives, 
values, and issues; 
detecting biases, 
and reading for 
implicit as well as 
explicit meaning 

Indentifies some 
perspectives, 
values, and issues; 
Detects biases, and 
sometimes reads 
for implicit as well 
as explicit meaning  

Identifies 
perspectives, values, 
and issues; 
detects biases, and 
reads for implicit as 
well as explicit 
meaning 

Identifies and 
explains 
perspectives, 
values, and issues; 
biases, and reads 
for implicit as well 
as explicit meaning  

 

Makes and 
explains logical 
connections 
between the 
current media 
pieces and 
other people, 
events or 
experiences 
  

Has difficulty 
making connections 
to other people, 
events, or 
experiences beyond 
the current media 
pieces; 
explanations may 
be logical 

Makes some 
logical connections 
to other people, 
events, or 
experiences; these 
are often at a 
surface level with 
limited explanation  

Makes logical 
connections to other 
people, events, or 
experiences and 
offers reasonable 
explanations  

Makes and 
explains logical 
connections to 
other people, 
events, or 
experiences; 
focuses on themes 
or big ideas; may 
include 
comparisons 

 

Ability to 
detect 
negative biases 
and 
stereotypes in 
the media 
pieces and 
informational 
materials 
 

Has difficulty 
detecting 
negative biases and 
stereotypes in the 
media pieces and 
informational 
materials 

Occasionally 
detects some  
negative biases 
and stereotypes in 
the media pieces 
and informational 
materials 

Detects negative 
biases and 
stereotypes in the 
media pieces and 
informational 
materials 

Identifies and 
explains negative 
biases and 
stereotypes in the 
media pieces and 
informational 
materials 

 

Identifies 
whose point of 
view is 
presented or 
reflected in 
media pieces, 
ask questions 
to identify 
missing or 
alternative 
points of view 
where 
appropriate 

Has difficulty  
Identifying whose 
point of view is 
presented or 
reflected in media 
pieces, does not ask 
questions to 
identify missing or 
alternative 
points of view 
where appropriate 

Sometimes 
Identifies whose 
point of view is 
presented or 
reflected in media 
pieces, asks some 
questions to 
identify missing or 
alternative 
points of view 
where appropriate 

Identifies whose 
point of view is 
presented or 
reflected in media 
pieces, asks  some 
questions to identify 
missing or alternative 
points of view where 
appropriate 

Identifies and 
explains whose 
point of view is 
presented or 
reflected in media 
pieces, 
understands 
alternative 
points of view 

 

 


