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INTRODUCTION
GOALS OF THE LESSONS
The pages of The New York Times are rich with geographic references. As your students
read and use The Times each day, they will have the opportunity to discover how the
Five Themes of Geography apply in today’s world.
These lessons are designed to give your students that “real world” experience, connecting
the maps and globes in your classroom to the movements of people and the development
of places around the world. Many teachers have discovered that it is easier to teach
difficult geography concepts when students are using The New York Times as a regular
part of their learning experiences.
We invite you to use The New York Times in your teaching of geography. You can
expect the results to be a deeper understanding of geography’s impact on both history
and current events.

WHERE TO FIND GEOGRAPHY LESSON MATERIAL WITHIN THE
PAGES OF THE NEW YORK TIMES
If you ask your students to find things related to geography in The New York Times,
they might find the task overwhelming, as there are elements of geography just about
everywhere.
The lessons in this guide help focus the search for your students. Here are some places
to look for geography references in the pages of The Times:
■ Headlines: the titles of news articles.
■ Datelines: the originating location of the article at the beginning of the text of

an article, in capital letters.
■ The “Journal” article: Published on weekdays, each Journal is identified by the

location, as in Beijing Journal.
■ The Weather page.
■ Inside The Times on page A2.
■ The International pages in the main news (A) section, including the World
■
■
■
■
■
■

Briefing column.
The National pages in section A, including the National Briefing column.
The Sports section.
Escapes (Friday).
Obituaries.
Advertisements, which can include the origin of goods for sale and company locations.
Letters to the Editor.

➧➧➧
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INTRODUCTION
WRITING ABOUT GEOGRAPHY
Your students can learn to write clearly and accurately about geography by using
examples from The New York Times as models. Many of the activities suggest using the
Letters to the Editor (on the Editorial page), the essays on the Op-Ed page (opposite the
Editorial page), news articles in the main (A) section, articles with charts from Science
Times (published each Tuesday) or reviews in the Arts section.
Publish students’ work in your student newspaper or in a class-created newspaper about
geography.
You may want to team with teachers from the English department of your school on
these assignments.
Encourage students with especially good writing ability to consider a career in journalism
and to study geography in college as well.

➧➧➧
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INTRODUCTION

HOW MAPS ARE CREATED FOR THE PAGES OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

aps appear in The New York Times every day. Each desk – Foreign, National,
Metro, etc. – puts out a list of articles it intends to run in the next day’s paper,
with brief descriptions of each article. An editor then decides which articles
would benefit by having a map. Not every article needs a map; most people, for example,
know where Los Angeles and San Francisco are in California, but not Palmdale or
Fairfield.

M

A map artist must read the article to determine what information needs to be included
and what size would be suitable. The most basic maps may simply locate the article’s
dateline – Palmdale, for instance. Maps of this type are usually one column (about two
inches) wide and between two and three inches deep. Larger, more complex maps may be
required to illustrate the route of an aqueduct or gas line, show troop movements in
battle, population trends, or which candidate won in every U.S. county in the last
presidential elections.
The New York Times keeps an archive of all maps that have been made for the paper.
Before drawing a new map, the artist will check the archive to see if a similar map
already exists. Existing maps can be very useful when there are five or more maps that
must be prepared in a couple of hours. If there is no suitable base map, the artist will
produce a completely new map. A simple map can be drawn in as little as an hour.
Complex jobs may take several days or even weeks to collect and verify all the necessary
information.
There are many reference sources for map-making, including atlases, official state maps
and digital map references. In most cases, the final map is created in Adobe Illustrator, a
vector-based drawing program, but several other applications may also be used,
including database, Geographic Information System (G.I.S.) and image-editing
programs. In recent years, G.I.S. applications have become a formidable tool. G.I.S.
programs allow artists to quickly analyze and map information. Shapes on the map are
linked to records in a database; when the database is updated, the map can be updated
almost instantaneously. For instance, it would take hours to manually input data on a
map showing election results for every district in New York state; using G.I.S., it takes
seconds, as each district is linked to the corresponding record in the database.
Every map is checked by an editor in the newsroom and by a map editor. Once it is
approved by both, the map is electronically processed and put into the final page
layout for printing.

➧➧➧
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NEW YORK TIMES SERVICES FOR TEACHERS
nytimes.com/nie

WEB SITE
nytimes.com/nie
Visit our Web site to download order forms for the print edition or Electronic Edition for classroom use.
You may also download a host of other free curriculum guides and activities to use with The Times.
CUSTOMER SERVICE
CALL: (800) 631-1222

FAX: (888) 619-6900

E-MAIL: schools@nytimes.com

Contact us with questions about ordering a classroom subscription or about your existing school account.

HOME DELIVERY AT THE EDUCATOR RATE
AND SCHOOL LIBRARY RATE
CALL: (888) 698-2655
If you are a teacher or school librarian, call (888) 698-2655 to order a single home delivery or library
subscription and get more than 50% off regular rates.

THE NEW YORK TIMES LEARNING NETWORK
learning.blogs.nytimes.com
The New York Times Learning Network offers interactive classroom activities based on the Monday – Friday
editions of The Times. The wealth of features on the site includes lesson plans linked to specific Times articles,
a lesson plan archive and search, an interactive daily news quiz, “Word of the Day,” “On This Day in History”
feature that links to historical Times articles, “6 Q’s About the News” activity linked to a Times article, “Times
Fill-Ins” sentence completion feature, Student Crossword and Student Opinion (for students age 13 and older).
TIMES TOPICS
nytimes.com/topics
Times topics is an excellent starting point for research, providing quality information on thousands of topics.
Each topic page contains featured Times articles, graphics, audio and video files, with additional links to other
good sources.
THE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE ARCHIVE
nytimes.com/archive
You can use the “Search” function on nytimes.com for access to the complete backfile of The New York Times
from 1851 to the present.
THE NEW YORK TIMES IN COLLEGE
nytimes.com/edu
Our Web site for college faculty offers services for higher education, including course-specific instructional
strategies using The New York Times.
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CORRELATION TO GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS

The lessons in this curriculum guide are correlated with relevant national standards from Mid-continent Research for
Education and Learning (McREL). These standards represent a compendium derived from most state standards.
Each McREL standard has subcategories, or benchmarks, for different levels of instruction. For details, see
www.mcrel.org/standards.
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Understands that culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of
places and regions
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THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

PLACES AND REGIONS
Understands the physical and human characteristics of place
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Understands the nature, distribution and migration of human populations
on Earth’s surface

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Understands the nature and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics
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Understands the patterns and networks of economic interdependence on
Earth’s surface
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Understands the patterns of human settlement and their causes
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Understands the forces of cooperation and conflict that shape the divisions
of Earth’s surface
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Understands how human actions modify the physical environment
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Understands how physical systems affect human systems
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Understands the changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution and
importance of resources
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Understands how geography is used to interpret the past
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PHYSICAL SYSTEMS
Knows the physical processes that shape patterns on Earth’s surface
Understands the characteristics of ecosystems on Earth’s surface

HUMAN SYSTEMS

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY

8. Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
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CORRELATION TO GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS

USES OF GEOGRAPHY
Understands global development and environmental issues

1

2

3

4

5

LESSONS
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

SOURCE: “Content Knowledge: A Compendium of Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education,” by John S. Kendall and Robert J.
Marzano, 2000, 3rd ed.): Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL), Aurora, Colo. www.mcrel.org/standards/
Used by permission of McREL, 4601 DTC Blvd., Suite 500, Denver, Colo. 80237; (303) 337-0990.
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LESSON PLAN 1
MAKING THE CONNECTION

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to describe a
location reported in
today’s New York Times
using the Five Themes
of Geography (location,
place, interaction
between people and
their environment,
movement and region).

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson may be used at any time during the school year to reinforce and review

the Five Themes of Geography.
■ Each weekday, page A4 of the main news section of The New York Times features a

“Foreign Journal” article; these articles are reported from various locations around the
world. Most of them are human-interest stories that provide the reader with a deeper
understanding of the current social or political conditions, or crises, in a particular
place. Because these articles are usually reported from a city, town, or village (e.g.,
Katmandu Journal or Berlin Journal), these articles are ideal for applying the Five
Themes of Geography.

LESSON RESOURCES
TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the Lesson 1
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard
● Resource materials
containing facts about
the place featured in
today’s Foreign
Journal article:
atlases, encyclopedias,
geography reference
books, the Internet

The Five Themes of Geography page at www.nationalgeographic.com provides
additional classroom activities, along with information about the pedagogical concepts
behind the Five Themes, which were written in 1984 by the Joint Committee on
Geographic Education of the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE)
and the Association of American Geographers (AAG):
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/education/themes.html

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Review the Five Themes of Geography. Most geography, global studies and world

history textbooks define these themes in their introductory chapters as the following:
● Location (both absolute and relative)
● Place (human and physical characteristics of the location)
● Interaction (between people and their environment)
● Movement (of people, goods and ideas)
● Region (defined by certain characteristics throughout the area)
■ Select a Foreign Journal article from The Times (page A4 on weekdays).
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● If The New York Times hired you to cover international news stories, from

which location would you most like to report and why?
● If you have been to this place, describe your impressions. If you have not,
write a few sentences about what you imagine it is like.
● What other facts do you know about this place?

➧➧➧
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LESSON PLAN 1
MAKING THE CONNECTION

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to questions in their journals, or on paper. Share

responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times.
■ Direct students to the selected Foreign Journal article. Read together as a class, taking

time to address unfamiliar vocabulary.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 1 Worksheet. Explain to students that they will be
using the place featured in the Foreign Journal as a case study to which they will
apply the Five Themes of Geography. Review and teach concepts as needed.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Had you ever heard of this place before you read this article in The New York

Times? Answers will vary.
● What else do you know about this region or the people who live there? Answers

will vary. Students may refer to any category from their worksheets. Make sure to
address any possible misconceptions or incorrect statements.
● Why do you think this particular place was important to report on in today’s Times?
Possible answers might include: to make people aware of this place or its problems; the
problem or issue reported in this region affects other regions or peoples; the problem or
issue reported here could be happening in other places as well. Students may also refer
to the “Interaction Between People and Their Environment” section of their
worksheets, depending on the article.
● What makes this place unique? Students may refer to the “Region” section of
their worksheets.
● How did examining this place through the Five Themes of Geography help you to
get to know it better? Responses will vary, but should address the fact that these
themes allow one to better understand current and/or past events in this place.
■ Direct students to scan The New York Times for articles about places they would like

to be posted as foreign correspondents. Discuss why they want to go there and be a
reporter. Ask who wrote the article. (The name of the reporter – or foreign
correspondent – is printed just below the headline of the article.)
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

➧➧➧
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LESSON PLAN 1
MAKING THE CONNECTION

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Create a “Journal of Journals.” Have students apply the Five Themes of Geography

(or Lesson 1 Worksheet) to a different Foreign Journal article each week; then have
students compile their work into booklets over the course of the semester or year.
■ Divide the class into groups and have each group create a collage of each of the Five

Themes of Geography to represent the place featured in the Foreign Journal.
Illustrate the Five Themes by using copies or cutouts of maps, photographs and
other images of the Foreign Journal article’s location.
■ Write a Journal article based on the city or town where you live in the style of

The Times’s Journal article.
■ Write an essay for the Op-Ed page based on the facts from the Foreign Journal

article. Read and study the opinion columns on the Op-Ed page as models for
your writing.

| nytimes.com/nie | (800) 631-1222 11
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LESSON 1

MAKING THE CONNECTION (PAGE 1 OF 2)

STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
ARTICLE HEADLINE:_______________________________________________________________
Date/Section/Page of Article:____________________________________________________________
he word geography comes from Greek words meaning “to describe” and “earth.” Geography allows us
to discover, categorize and write about different aspects of the world. Geographers often use five
important themes to help them organize information and write about different places. These are location,
place, interaction between people and their environment, movement and regions.

T

■ Clip and read the Foreign Journal article on page A4 of The New York Times.
■ Find examples of all Five Themes of Geography (except latitude and longitude) in

the article by answering the questions below. (If the article does not provide all of
this information, consult resource materials to complete your worksheets.)
LOCATION

1

Absolute Location
Find the latitude and longitude of this place.________________________________________
Relative Location
Where is this place located in relation to other places?_________________________________
PLACE

2

Physical Characteristics
How would you describe the land forms, vegetation and/or climate of this place? List two
characteristics._______________________________________________________________
Human Characteristics
How many people live in this place?______________________________________________
What are their languages, customs and beliefs? List two examples._______________________
__________________________________________________________________________
How does their economy work?_________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
What kind of government do they have?__________________________________________
➧➧➧
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LESSON 1

MAKING THE CONNECTION (PAGE 2 OF 2)

NAME_______________________________________

INTERACTION BETWEEN PEOPLE AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT

3

How does the environment or climate of this place affect its people? Give an example._________
__________________________________________________________________________
How have people changed their environment in this place (construction, irrigation, roads, etc.)?
What are some consequences of these changes? List two examples._______________________
__________________________________________________________________________

MOVEMENT

4

How has the movement of ideas into or out of this place affected it? List one example of each.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Why do people move into or out of this place? List one reason for each.___________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
What kinds of goods move into and out of this place? List one example of each._____________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

REGIONS

5

How is this place officially categorized within a continent, country, state or province, or other
political boundary? Give one title.________________________________________________
How is it categorized using other characteristics, such as climate or land mass? Is it part of a
mountain range, a coast or some other physical feature? Does the ethnic, religious or linguistic
population living there provide it with another category or title?________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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LESSON PLAN 2
A MAP IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to predict,
substantiate and
document the content
of a New York Times
article by creating a
KWL Chart — Know,
Want to Know, Learn
— based on the
headline and
accompanying map.

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the Lesson 2
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson challenges students to articulate their prior knowledge of a given location,

and to demonstrate their visual literacy skills through map reading and interpretation.
■ The New York Times uses maps to illustrate news articles nearly every day, so students

should be able to find an appropriate article for this lesson any day of the week.

LESSON RESOURCES
National Geographic’s Map Machine contains a detailed world atlas and other
map resources:
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Scan today’s New York Times for articles with accompanying maps. If there is

more than one article with a map, you may wish to let students choose which
article to use.
■ Write the following questions and direction on the board:
● In what ways do we rely on maps every day?
● How would economics, politics, communications and travel change if there

were no maps?
● Brainstorm a list of possible effects for each of the above.

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 2 Worksheet. Review. Tell students when they should

read the article they select.
■ Direct students to find an article with an accompanying map, or guide them to one

you selected prior to class.
■ Have students fill in the first two columns of their worksheets (K and W) only.

Students should write as much as they “Know” and what they “Want to Know”
about the place featured in the map based on prior knowledge or information
provided by the headline and the map itself. Prompts include relationships between
places, travel routes, proximity to major cities or geographical features.

➧➧➧

| nytimes.com/nie | (800) 631-1222 14

GEOGRAPHY THEMES in The New York Times

LESSON PLAN 2

A MAP IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS

■ After students have completed the K and W sections of their charts, have them read

the article. Allow sufficient time for them to read the article thoroughly and then have
them fill in the L section of their worksheets based on information from the article.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● How much information could you ascertain about this place from the headline

and map alone? Answers will vary.
● If you had to draw a map to illustrate the story, what changes might you have

made to help the reader better understand what is happening in this location?
Answers may include showing a smaller area in more detail, a larger area for better
context, or identifying features mentioned in the article, such as transportation routes,
oil fields, etc.
● If the map in your article contains a distance scale, select two spots (e.g., cities or
towns) and estimate the distance between them. Does proximity or distance have
anything to do with the article the map illustrates? Answers will depend on the article.
■ Direct students to scan The Times for articles that could benefit from the use of an

illustrative map.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Select an article from today’s New York Times in which cities, countries, land masses,

bodies of water or other geographical designations are mentioned. Using an atlas,
write down only the latitude and longitude of each location mentioned in the article.
Exchange your latitude and longitude “clues” with classmates and challenge them to
look up the exact locations, find the article from which they were taken, and then
summarize the article in their own words.
■ Cartographers face a challenge when trying to represent the features of a round planet

on a flat page. Compare various world maps created over the course of history, such
as Ptolemy’s World Map, the Psalter Map, the Mercator Projection, Mollweide
Projection, Robinson Projection and Peterson Projection. Create a visual display
covering as many maps as possible, and explaining the advantages and flaws of each.
Write about the historical context in which each map was created, comparing and
contrasting them. Use articles in the Science Times section (published Tuesdays in
The Times) as a model for your article. Pay close attention to how Science Times
reporters explain complicated scientific concepts with clear examples and analogies,
often in the first paragraph.

➧➧➧
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■ Create an illustrated glossary of map terminology. Look at different maps, globes or

atlases, or consult your textbook for terms related to cartography and map-reading
(such as compass rose, legend, scale, rhumb lines, grid, parallel and meridian).
Illustrate these terms by cutting and pasting maps from The New York Times and
other news sources onto a sheet of poster paper.
■ Interview 10 students on the subject of maps and geography. Decide what questions

you will ask of each student. Take notes during your interviews. Write a news report
about what you learned. Use news articles from The New York Times as models
for your reporting.
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A MAP IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS

STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
ARTICLE HEADLINE:________________________________________________________________
Date/Section/Page_____________________________________________________________________
■ Clip an article with a map from today’s New York Times
■ First read ONLY the HEADLINE and the MAP, and fill in the first two

columns (“K” = know and “W” = want to know) below.
■ When your teacher prompts you, read the entire article thoroughly and fill in

the last column (“L” = learned).

K

W

L

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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MAPPING IT OUT

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of this
lesson, students will
demonstrate
understanding of spatial
relationships by creating
a map based on a
location reported on in
today’s New York Times.

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of Lesson 3
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● classroom blackboard
● Resource materials
containing maps
(atlases, encyclopedias,
geography reference
books, computers
with Internet access)
● Blank paper

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson provides a review of basic map components (legend, scale, directional indicator,

etc.). It can be used with any New York Times article not illustrated with a map.

LESSON RESOURCES
Atlapedia Online contains full-color physical and political maps as well as statistics on
countries of the world.
http://www.atlapedia.com
Produced by Fourmilab of Switzerland, the Earth and Moon Viewer lets you look at
the earth from the perspective of the sun, the moon or from above any specified
location on the globe.
http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● What are some of the advantages and disadvantages to having maps, pictures,

or photographs illustrate books and articles?
● Do you think that serious news articles should have more or fewer visual aids?
Explain why.

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board in their journals or on

paper. Share responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to scan The Times and select an article that names a specific location

(e.g., city or country) in its headline, but is not accompanied by a map. Tell students
to read the article silently, underline important information about locations
mentioned and look up any unfamiliar vocabulary.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 3 Worksheet and blank sheets of paper. Review.

Explain to students that they will be using the place featured in the article they selected to
draw a map suitable for submission to The New York Times. Explain that the
cartographers at The Times will need an accurate sketch, with as many details as possible.
The Lesson 3 Worksheet will provide them with guidelines to sketch their maps and they
may use atlases or maps from other classroom resources as models.
➧➧➧
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Do you think your article would benefit from the addition of a map? Why or why

not? Answers will vary.
● Did you find it difficult to sketch a map accurately, even using atlases or other

maps as guides? Why or why not? Answers will vary.
● Why do you think The New York Times illustrates some articles with maps but

not others? Answers may include: not enough space, too little time, the place is
familiar to most readers, the article is not important enough to warrant illustration, etc.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Create a map critique journal. Clip maps from The New York Times and other

publications. Identify the source and date for each clipping. Paste one or two per
page in a notebook. Leave space around each map and write an evaluation of how
the map is organized, what type of information it provides and what information
should be added.
■ Imagine you are taking a trip around the world. Create a travel itinerary from

datelines in The New York Times. (A dateline is the location and often the date at
the beginning of an article.) Using only latitude and longitude, invite a classmate to
track your journey with an atlas.
■ Choose two U.S. cities from two different states featured in today’s New York Times.

First use the scale of a U.S. map to determine the shortest distance (straight line)
between the two cities. Then use a road atlas to create a realistic route from one place
to the other. How do these calculations compare and why is this significant when
studying maps?
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
ARTICLE HEADLINE:________________________________________________________________
Date/Section/Page_____________________________________________________________________
■ After you have selected, clipped and read an article from The New York Times, fill in the following map

components to help you plan a map of the location(s) discussed in the article.
■ Using your written specifications (and an atlas or other map source), sketch your map on a blank

sheet of paper.
■ Provide as many details as a New York Times cartographer might need to make a final version for

the newspaper.

1
2
3
4

MAP TITLE: The area to be depicted (city, country, region, etc.)
_____________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONAL INDICATOR (or compass rose): where cardinal directions lie (north, south,
east, west)

MAP SCALE: Approximate distance between places, and overall distance covered by the map

LEGEND: Symbols that will indicate places, geographical features or routes
to be shown
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WEATHER OR NOT

OBJECTIVE

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ The New York Times Weather Report provides a daily map highlighting the temperature,

At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to accurately
read the weather
conditions of both
domestic and
international locations
mentioned in today’s
New York Times.

precipitation, pressure systems and positions of air fronts across the United States, as well as
a briefing of current high and low temperatures and precipitation of cities around the world.
■ This lesson should be used to review weather and climate concepts and to encourage
students to read the Weather Report on a regular basis.

TOOLS NEEDED

AccuWeather is an excellent source of national radar and satellite images used to create
weather reports. http://www.acuweather.com

LESSON RESOURCES
Worldwide weather forecasts can be found on The New York Times Web site at
www.nytimes.com/weather. The National Severe Storms Laboratory investigates all aspects
of severe weather and is dedicated to improving forecasts and severe weather warnings.
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/

●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the Lesson 4
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● How much do you trust weather forecasts?
● Have you ever been caught unprepared for certain weather conditions

because you did not consult a weather report?
● Have you ever prepared for an event based on a weather report, only to
find that the weather did not turn out as predicted?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share experiences briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to the Weather Report. (See the Index on the front page for the

page number.)
■ Review weather system concepts, such as precipitation, fronts (or air masses),

atmospheric pressure, wind patterns and ocean currents.
■ Direct students to find the highest and lowest temperatures, high-and low-pressure

systems, and cold and warm fronts on the map.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 4 Worksheet. Review. Explain to students that they

will be applying the Weather Report to locations mentioned in articles in Section A
of The Times. They should choose two domestic locations and two foreign cities.

➧➧➧

| nytimes.com/nie | (800) 631-1222 21

GEOGRAPHY THEMES in The New York Times

LESSON PLAN 4
WEATHER OR NOT

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Was it difficult to find the locations mentioned in the article you selected on the

weather map? Answers will vary.
● Do you think there are any connections between the weather forecast provided and

the news event reported from any of the locations in the article you chose? Answers
will vary.
● Do you think weather forecasts will ever be 100% accurate? Why or why
not? Answers will vary, but should mention the possibility of unforeseen changes in
conditions and weather emergencies.
● How many days are included in the weather forecast and why? Regional forecasts
are provided for up to six days and international reports cover yesterday, today and
tomorrow only. The longer the forecast is extended, the less accurate it becomes because
of unpredictable conditions, such as the speed with which weather systems move.
● Why do you think it is important to include pressure systems and air fronts in
weather reports when most readers are concerned only with temperature and
precipitation? Answers will vary, but should demonstrate an understanding of the
connection between pressure systems and fronts with temperature and precipitation.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Weather vocabulary makes for a great language exercise. Writers personify climate

and weather conditions for descriptive purposes (“the wind howled” or “the fog crept
in,” etc.). Conversely, weather terminology can be used to describe people or actions
(“a stormy relationship,” “sunny disposition,” “he cleaned like a whirlwind,” etc.).
Make a visual exhibit depicting connections between weather and language. Use
photographs and other images from The New York Times to illustrate this theme.
■ Chart the weather forecasts for your area provided by The New York Times Weather

Report for 10 days by keeping a log of the weather predicted and the actual conditions
you observe. Present your findings in poster form, along with an evaluation of the
forecasts based on the accuracy and helpfulness of the information provided.
■ Research the methods by which weather data have been predicted and recorded

throughout history around the world. Make a display for your school depicting some
of the tools and procedures used and indicating when and where they were used. Invite
fellow students to conduct a weather experiment using one of these methods. Write an
article about this project for your student newspaper. Use as your model articles in
Science Times, which is published on Tuesdays in The New York Times. Pay close
attention to how the reporters explain complicated scientific concepts with clear
examples or analogies, often in the first paragraph.
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STUDENT NAME____________________________________ DUE DATE:____________________
■ In this lesson, you will be responsible for recording the weather conditions for four locations reported on

in Section A of today’s New York Times.
■ Tear out the Weather Report from today’s Times. (See the Index on the front page for the section and
page number.)
■ Find and circle the headlines of articles in Section A in which place names are mentioned.
■ Using the map, the National Forecast and the Cities listing in the Weather Report, provide as much
information as possible below.
■ If a location you have selected from an article is not listed, report on the city nearest to it.

LOCATION #1

UNITED STATES
NAME OF CITY (or city nearest to reported location)
_________________________________________________________________________
HEADLINE OF ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________
DATE/SECTION/PAGE
_________________________________________________________________________
APPROXIMATE TEMPERATURE FOR TODAY
_________________________________________________________________________
PRECIPITATION? IF SO, WHAT KIND?
_________________________________________________________________________
HIGH-OR LOW-PRESSURE SYSTEM?
_________________________________________________________________________
TYPE OF FRONT (AIR MASS) INFLUENCING
THE WEATHER

_________________________________________________________________________

LOCATION #2

TOMORROW’S FORECAST
NAME OF CITY (or city nearest to reported location)
_________________________________________________________________________
HEADLINE OF ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________
DATE/SECTION/PAGE
_________________________________________________________________________
APPROXIMATE TEMPERATURE FOR TODAY
_________________________________________________________________________
PRECIPITATION? IF SO, WHAT KIND?
_________________________________________________________________________
HIGH-OR LOW-PRESSURE SYSTEM?
_________________________________________________________________________
TYPE OF FRONT (AIR MASS) INFLUENCING
THE WEATHER

_________________________________________________________________________
TOMORROW’S FORECAST

➧➧➧
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STUDENT NAME____________________________________

LOCATION #1

INTERNATIONAL
NAME OF CITY (or city nearest to reported location)
__________________________________________________________________________
HEADLINE OF ARTICLE
__________________________________________________________________________
DATE/SECTION/PAGE
_______________________________________________________________________
YESTERDAY’S HIGH and LOW TEMPERATURES
__________________________________________________________________________
CONDITIONS/PRECIPITATION
__________________________________________________________________________
HIGH and LOW TEMPERATURES FOR TODAY
_______________________________________________________________________

LOCATION #2

CONDITIONS/PRECIPITATION
NAME OF CITY (or city nearest to reported location)
_________________________________________________________________________
HEADLINE OF ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________
DATE/SECTION/PAGE
_________________________________________________________________________
YESTERDAY’S HIGH and LOW TEMPERATURES
_________________________________________________________________________
CONDITIONS/PRECIPITATION
_________________________________________________________________________
HIGH and LOW TEMPERATURES FOR TODAY
_________________________________________________________________________
CONDITIONS/PRECIPITATION
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OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of this
lesson, students will
show the connection
between weather and
geography by
completing a chart
comparing temperatures
around the world, and
then planning for a lastminute trip abroad
based on forecasts in
today’s New York Times.

NOTE TO TEACHER:
■ In this lesson, students will have the opportunity to relate prior knowledge of

geographical locations to current weather conditions in other countries, as well as
sharpen their map-reading skills.

LESSON RESOURCES
Worldwide weather forecasts can be found on The New York Times Web site at
www.nytimes.com/weather. Weather Services International provides more than 250,000
pages of detailed weather information. http://www.intellicast.com
Up-to-the-second weather data from locations around the world can be found at the
Automated Weather Source http://www.aws.com
The National Weather Service Web site has a feature that lets meteorologists hold live
conversations about current weather events. http://www.nws.noaa.gov

TOOLS NEEDED

PREPARATION:

●

■ Assemble tools.
■ Review today’s Weather Report in The New York Times and make a list of non-

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of Lesson 5
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

North American cities in the Cities section so that you have one city to assign to
each student for the “Unexpected Trip” exercise.
■ Write on the board:
● If you had to make a last-minute one-week trip to another continent, what
are some of the steps you would take to plan your journey?
● Under what conditions might a person have to make such a trip?
● How would you decide what to pack?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to answer the questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Discuss responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 5 Worksheet.
■ Direct Students to the Weather Report. (See the “Inside” box on the front page of

The Times for the section and page number of the Weather Report.) Explain to
students that they will be comparing the weather conditions in cities in Africa,
Asia/Pacific, Europe, and South America.
■ After students have filled in the information for each region, assign each one a city
listed in the Weather Report to complete their worksheets.

➧➧➧
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Which city in each continent (or region) had the highest and lowest

temperatures yesterday? Answers will vary.
● How do the locations of these cities help explain their temperatures? Temperatures

for specific cities are explained by a range of factors: latitude and longitude, proximity
to the equator, time of the year, seasons in respective hemispheres, whether the city is
inland or near water, altitude (high-altitude cities are cooler than low-altitude
counterparts, etc.).
● How do you think your packing list might change if you were to travel six months
from now? Answers will vary, but should account for seasonal conditions.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ In a group of three or four, research a specific type of storm-producing weather

system. Examples include northeasters, El Niño, La Niña, tornadoes, hurricanes,
tsunamis, typhoons and monsoons. Write an article in the news style of The New
York Times that includes how the weather system forms, how the storm is tracked
and analyzed, and what some effects of the storm are. You may also wish to research
some historic or newsworthy examples of this type of weather system and include
photographs or headlines on your cover page. Writing tips: Your first sentence should
interest the reader in the subject. Also, use articles in the Science Times section,
published on Tuesdays, as your model. Pay close attention to how the reporters
explain complicated scientific concepts with clear examples or analogies, often in the
first paragraph.
■ Write a fashion article in the style of a New York Times fashion report based on

upcoming weather. Example: if rain is predicted, an article on rain gear. Illustrate
with photos of other students.
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
■ Tear out the Weather Report from today’s New York Times and keep it for reference.
■ Compare weather conditions on different continents by filling in the columns below based on information

in the Cities listings in the Weather Report and what you know about the locations reported.
CONTINENT/
REGION

NAME OF CITY
Yesterday’s High
Temperature

NAME OF CITY
Yesterday’s Low
Temperature

How Cities with Highest and
Lowest Temperatures are
affected by their locations

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

UNEXPECTED TRIP
■ Plan a last-minute trip to the destination your teacher assigns you using the Weather Report as your guide.
Bonyage!
Vo

Name of city______________________________________________________________
Continent_______________________________________________________________
List five things you should pack for a one-week trip_________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Is this what you would have expected the weather to be like in this place? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students
will have developed an
awareness of scale and
distance by charting the
datelines of the articles
in Section A of today’s
New York Times, then
locating the dateline
cities on a map.

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of Lesson 6
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Colored pencils or
markers
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard
● Copies of a blank
world map, from an
atlas or Internet
site such as
www.about.com:
www.geography.
about.com/library/
blank/blxindex.htm
Optional: If the World
Were a Village, by David
J. Smith. This book
explains the living ➧➧➧

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson can be used to help develop awareness of distance and scale in reporting the

news. It uses datelines to illustrate that there is sometimes “distance decay” for news: local,
national and international news articles are sometimes reported with differing levels of
detail; in general, the farther away a story is, the less detail there is likely to be.
■ The Times is a national newspaper that carries more articles about all parts of the nation,

and the world, than most local papers. The Metro Section of The Times, distributed in the
New York area (and in abbreviated form in the national edition) focuses specifically on
the New York region.

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● Do you think it is possible for a newspaper to report on an international

event as thoroughly as it reports local or regional events?
● Why or why not?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute copies of Worksheet 6.
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Explain the term “distance decay”; that is, we sometimes get more detailed

information on news for the local area and less as distance from our area increases.
■ Direct students to scan Section A of today’s Times. Point out the dateline at the

beginning of a key article. The dateline gives the specific location from which the reporter
is “filing” his or her report. Sometimes a date is included. Why is the date included?
(Compare the dateline date with the date of the newspaper.)
■ On their worksheets, direct students to compile two lists of datelines in Section A,
those in the United States and those outside of the United States. Remind students to
write the city names from which the articles were reported.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Which list is longer, and why do you think that might be?
● Which U.S. city has the most datelines and why? Washington most often tops the list

because it is the seat of the federal government.

➧➧➧
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conditions of the world’s
six billion people by
describing what the
world would look like as
a village of 100 people,
e.g., 20 earn less than a
dollar a day.

● Are all the continents represented in the datelines? If there are none from a

particular continent, what might be the reason? Frequency of articles is often linked to
how developed particular media markets are and to the distribution of reporters and
news agencies (also called “wire services”).
■ As a homework assignment, have students mark and label the places mentioned in

the datelines in the A Section of The Times on blank outline maps. Establish due
dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Choose three different media sources (The New York Times, a network or cable news

program, a radio news program or an Internet news site). Compare the coverage of
the same news event. Write an analysis of your observations in the style of an Op-Ed
page essay. Submit your essay to your student newspaper.
■ What kind of event abroad would be considered important enough to be reported in
The Times? Based on International articles in Section A, including the Foreign Journal
article (on page A4), develop a list of “newsworthy” criteria. Then choose a major foreign
city you would like to learn more about, and research the city and its people. Write a
short article in the style of The New York Times about a news event or issue in the city.
■ On a wall map of the world, tape headlines from The New York Times containing
place names to their appropriate locations. Try this for one week as a way to monitor
where most reported events are taking place. (Note: use masking tape to avoid tearing
the map.)
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STUDENT NAME____________________________________ DUE DATE:____________________
■ Read through Section A of today’s New York Times.
■ Complete the chart with all the headlines and datelines in the section.

The headline is the title of the news article, usually in large letters.
DEFINITIONS: The dateline includes the name of the city from which the report was filed, and usually
includes the date of the report after the city name; the dateline appears at the beginning of
the text of the article, below the headline.

UNITED STATES
Headline

Dateline

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER NATIONS
Headline

Dateline

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Compare the two lists. What is different about them and why?__________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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A PAGE FROM A DISTANT LAND

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
demonstrate
understanding of scale
and perspective by
creating a new front
page for today’s New
York Times from the
perspective of another
nation or continent,
using articles from
The Times.

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the Lesson 7
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard
● Blank newsprint, cut
to match the size of a
daily newspaper
● Scissors
● Glue-sticks
● Black markers

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson reinforces awareness of scale, a central concept in geography. It also introduces

the concept of cross-cultural perspective, discerning and categorizing key events from
another country’s point of view.

LESSON RESOURCE
NewsDirectory, www.newsdirectory.com, is a good source of English-language
newspapers and other media from around the world, including The New York Times on
the Web: www.nytimes.com

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Scan today’s New York Times for international articles. Make a list of countries or

continents featured, enough to assign one per student.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● Why might a story make front-page news in one country but not in another?
● Do you think The New York Times covers every major news event around the globe?
Why or why not?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board. Discuss responses briefly,

noting that international articles in our national newspapers often feature unusual
events (such as natural disasters), important people, human-interest stories, or
involve events that have implications for the United States.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Assign each student a country or continent.
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 7 Worksheet. Review the instructions.
■ While students are filling in their worksheets, distribute newsprint to each student.
■ Once students have written down the international headlines in order of importance

on their worksheets, direct them to cut and paste the articles as they feel they should
appear on the front page of their country’s newspaper.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● How did you decide what would make the front page of your country’s newspaper?

Answers will vary; however, students should have eliminated many U.S. articles from
the front page for their selections.

➧➧➧
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● Did you have a difficult time finding enough articles that applied specifically to

your country or area of the world? Why or why not? Answers will vary.
● Do some countries or continents seem to be represented more than others?
Answers will vary.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Compare the front page you created to a real newspaper from the country or

continent you were assigned. Try to find a real regional or national paper from your
assigned area on the Internet, and analyze the difference in news placement on the
front pages of the foreign newspaper, the front page you prepared and the front page
of The New York Times. Prepare a comparison chart.
■ Compare the articles in your hometown, local or regional paper to those in a national

paper, such as The New York Times. Then find a New York Times national story, and
rewrite it as a local feature from the perspective of your area’s newspaper.
■ If you were responsible for filling a time capsule to represent this month in the

future, what would you include? Write an article in the style of a New York Times
article about your time capsule.
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
ASSIGNED COUNTRY______________________________________________________________
■ Choose and clip seven articles from anywhere in today’s New York Times that you believe might appear

on the front page of a national newspaper from the country or continent you’ve been assigned.
Read the articles carefully. Think about why each article would be important
to the readers in your assigned country.

1

2

Write the headlines below in order of importance to the particular country
or continent that you’ve been assigned.

Paste the actual articles on newsprint the way you think they should appear
on the front page of a newspaper. (If the article is brief, you may want to
create a larger headline with a black marker.)

3

List the headlines of articles you have chosen in order of importance: Article
1 is the MOST important to the readers in your assigned country; article 7
is the LEAST important.

4

ARTICLE 1 (Most important article for readers in my assigned country.)
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline_________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 2
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline_________________________________________________________________________

➧➧➧
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________

ARTICLE 3
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 4
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 5
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 6
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 7
Headline________________________________________________________________________
Dateline________________________________________________________________________
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CULTURE COLLAGE

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
demonstrate
understanding of the
definition of culture by
creating a collage of
images from The New
York Times.

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson is intended to reinforce the definition of culture as the customs, beliefs and

actions that define the way of life for a group of people.
■ The New York Times is a national newspaper, and as such it represents to a certain extent

the country in which it is published. From advertisements to human-interest articles and
business reports, The New York Times contains a tremendous amount of information about
American culture. Students will create collages to reflect their own interpretations of
American culture.

PREPARATION:
TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 8 Worksheet,
one copy per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard
● Scissors
● Glue-sticks
● Poster board

■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● How do you define “culture”?
● What are the different elements that make up a culture?
● Is there such a thing as “American culture”?
● If so, what are some examples?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board.
■ Share responses and establish the working definition of “culture” as the customs,

beliefs and actions of a group of people, in this case, Americans.
■ List on the board some common American cultural traits. Note that the United States
is a multicultural society, and so many of its cultural attributes can be traced to other
cultures.
You may wish to review terms such as diffusion (the spread of cultural traits from one culture
to another) and acculturation (adapting traits from other cultures). You may also wish to
address the concepts of “popular culture” and “mass media.”

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 8 Worksheet.
■ Explain to students that they will be acting as cultural anthropologists, looking for

examples of American culture in all sections of today’s New York Times.
■ Direct students to cut out each example they find and, on their worksheets, describe

the images and text they have cut out and explain what they say about American
culture. An example might be a picture of a car, next to which the student would
note something about the material value of the car (different automobiles represent

➧➧➧
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different levels of social status) or the fact that most Americans drive cars.
■ After students are finished cutting and completing their worksheets, provide time and

tools to create collages.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Where in The New York Times did you find most of your examples of American

culture? Answers will vary.
● What image on your collage do you feel most strongly conveys the notion of

American culture? Answers will vary.
● How do you think a group of people develops and maintains its culture? Children

learn certain cultural traits as they grow up, and later pass them on to their own
children. Some cultural characteristics are preserved from one generation to the next.
● How do cultures change? Cultural diffusion, technology, mass media are possible answers.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Interview three adults and three teenagers on their perceptions of American cultural

values. Possible questions might include:
● What do you think is valued in American culture today?
● How have American cultural values changed over time?
● Write up your interviews in the style of a New York Times article.
■ If you were a person from a different country who has been given only the Arts

section of The New York Times (or the Weekend sections of the Friday paper) to
learn about American culture, what sorts of conclusions would you draw? Study these
sections thoroughly and present your observations on an American Culture poster
illustrated with material from The Times.
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________
■ Search today’s New York Times for articles and images that represent

American culture. Use any section of the newspaper.
■ Tear out the articles and photos.
■ Make notes below explaining why you clipped these articles and images.
■ Use them to create an American Culture collage on poster board.

DESCRIPTION OF
ARTICLE OR PHOTO

WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT
AMERICAN CULTURE

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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A MATERIAL WORLD?

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to identify
examples of material
versus non-material
culture in today’s New
York Times.

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ This lesson delves further into the concept of culture. Culture can be reflected in both

objects and ideas, that is “material” and “non-material” culture. Students should be
challenged to evaluate what they personally value and then to reflect on what things and
ideas other cultures value. They will also infer from article headlines and
other visual clues where they might find examples of cultural values in today’s Times.

LESSON RESOURCES
For detailed information about the culture and history of nearly every country in the
world, see The New York Times Almanac or the Web site of the C.I.A. Factbook:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the Lesson 9
Worksheet, one
per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following on the board: “A value is anything with meaning or importance

to an individual. What do you value? Make two lists — one of things or objects, and
the other of people, beliefs, ideas and experiences.”

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board. Share responses briefly.

Note which of the two is longer and and why.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ On the board, define the terms “material culture” as things people make or own, and

“non-material culture” as ideas, beliefs, patterns of behavior and communication.
Direct students to brainstorm examples of material culture (e.g., food, clothing, art,
architecture and technology, etc.), then non-material culture (such as religion,
spiritual beliefs, political and economic systems, language, etc.).
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 9 Worksheet. Review and explain that students will be
searching for examples of material and non-material culture in today’s New York Times.
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Do you think we, as a culture, have a set of commonly shared values? Answers will

vary, but should reflect an understanding of commonly shared cultural traits, both
material and non-material, such as language, food, religion and group behavior (e.g.,
individual achievement vs. community cooperation).

➧➧➧
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● From how many countries mentioned in today’s New York Times could you find

examples of material culture? From how many could you find examples of nonmaterial culture? Answers will vary.
■ What were some examples of each? Invite students to share their responses.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Choose one of the countries for which you listed an example of material or non-

material culture from today’s New York Times. As you read the article, list questions
that you have about this country and its culture that you would like to ask someone
living there. Then, research the answers to your questions and write a case study of
this country, including as many detailed descriptions of cultural traits and values
as possible.
■ Find an example of a cultural value threatened by modernity. How are people

attempting to preserve a certain tradition, custom or way of life in the face of a
rapidly changing world? Argue either in support of change or in support of
preservation of this cultural value in an essay similar to those found on the Op-Ed
page of The New York Times.
■ Hold a story-telling session with your class. Have each student recount a myth or

legend, present a song or share some artwork from the student’s self-identified
culture, explaining how their examples relay important messages about the group of
people that they represent. During the presentations, other students take notes and
write up the event in the style of a New York Times news article. Submit the best
news reports about the cultural diversity of your class to your student newspaper.
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________

Part A
■ Find examples of material and non-material culture from articles in today’s New York Times.

You might need to use your detective skills to infer from headlines and other visual clues
in which articles discussions of culture might be found.
■ Circle the headlines and underline the appropriate passages, phrases or sentences.
■ On the appropriate chart below, list examples of culture (such as a building material —
material culture; religion — non-material), followed by the name of the country, and a phrase
or sentence from the article in which it is mentioned and the headline
■ Find as many examples as you can.

MATERIAL CULTURE
Example
Country
1
1
___________________________________________________________________________________
2
2
___________________________________________________________________________________
3
3
___________________________________________________________________________________
4
4
___________________________________________________________________________________
5
5
___________________________________________________________________________________
6
6
___________________________________________________________________________________
7
7
Phrase or S entence From Times Article
Headline/Section and Page Number of Times Article
1
1
___________________________________________________________________________________
2
2
___________________________________________________________________________________
3
3
___________________________________________________________________________________
4
4
___________________________________________________________________________________
5
5
___________________________________________________________________________________
6
6
___________________________________________________________________________________
7
7
➧➧➧
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________

NON-MATERIAL CULTURE
Example
Country
1
1
___________________________________________________________________________________
2
2
___________________________________________________________________________________
3
3
___________________________________________________________________________________
4
4
___________________________________________________________________________________
5
5
___________________________________________________________________________________
6
6
___________________________________________________________________________________
7
7
Phrase or S entence From Times Article
Headline/Section and Page Number of Times Article
1
1
___________________________________________________________________________________
2
2
___________________________________________________________________________________
3
3
___________________________________________________________________________________
4
4
___________________________________________________________________________________
5
5
___________________________________________________________________________________
6
6
___________________________________________________________________________________
7
7

Part B
■ Analyze your responses and look for common themes. Write up your

findings in a news article. Use as a model for your writing articles in
the Science Times section published Tuesdays in The New York Times.
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ON THE MOVE

OBJECTIVE
In this lesson, students
will demonstrate
awareness of human
movement and migration
by completing a search
for movement-related
words in today’s New
York Times.

LESSON RESOURCES
Visit the Ellis Island Web site to learn more about immigration to the United States.
http://www.ellisisland.org
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Department Web site offers statistical
data on immigration.
http://www.uscis.gov
Archaeology Magazine often features articles on human migration.
http://www.archaeology.org

PREPARATION:
TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 10 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board: “What are some of the reasons people move?

Have peoples’ reasons for moving from one place to another changed over time?
Why or why not?”

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to answer the questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Discuss responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Review some concepts of human movement, such as migration, immigration and

emigration. Form pairs and direct students to brainstorm for five minutes as many
examples as they can, from taking a walk to emigrating to a new land. Write their
responses on the board.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 10 Worksheet. Explain to students that they are going
to be searching today’s New York Times for movement-related words. There are 10
such words listed on the worksheet. Read them aloud, and take time to address any
unfamiliar words. If students are unable to find examples of all 10 in today’s paper,
this exercise may be extended for several days or a week. You may also wish to assign
some of the brainstormed words from the board as extra credit.
■ Distribute The New York Times to all students.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● How many times did each word appear in The New York Times, according to your

search? Answers will vary.
● What are some examples of human movement in this country’s history? Examples

might include the migration of humans across the Bering Strait and throughout North
➧➧➧
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and South America, the arrival of Europeans, the arrival of slaves from Africa, the
movement westward, etc.
● Do you think the movement of humans is as important as the movement of goods
or ideas? Why or why not? Answers will vary.
● Would you ever make a long-distance move, to another country or continent? If
so, where and why? Share responses briefly.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Make a timeline charting the various populations who have settled in the United

States over the past 200 years. Emigration and immigration tend to occur in
“waves.” Note some of the possible historical, social, political or economic reasons
different groups have had for coming to America. Write a news report about your
research. Use articles in Science Times, published Tuesday in The New York Times,
as a model. Compile them in a booklet for all students and/or submit them to your
student newspaper.
■ There was once a time when everyone moved, all the time. Does the nomadic lifestyle

still exist? If so, where and why do people continue to live as nomads? Write a
human-interest article in the form of a New York Times Foreign Journal article on
page A4 addressing these questions.
■ How has human migration led to cultural diffusion? Create a world map that reflects

the spread of a cultural trait, such as language or religion, around the world. Make a
key that includes various language families or religious faiths, and shade them on the
map accordingly. Draw directional arrows that trace the movement of these cultures
from their locations of origin (or “cultural hearths”) to other cultures. Write a
paragraph summarizing your chart, in the style of a Times photo caption. Study
photo captions in The Times as models.
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________ DUE DATE__________________
ARTICLE HEADLINE:________________________________________________________________
Date/Section/Page_____________________________________________________________________
■ Using today’s New York Times, search for the 10 words related to human movement that are listed below.
■ Circle the words you find in the paper.
■ Cite the article, page number, and sentence in which the word appears in the

chart below. You may also use variations of the words listed (such as
“immigrant” for “immigration”). See if you can find all 10.

ARTICLE

PAGE #

SENTENCE IN WHICH
THE WORD APPEARS

ASYLUM
___________________________________________________________________________________
COMMUTE
___________________________________________________________________________________
EXILE
___________________________________________________________________________________
FLIGHT
___________________________________________________________________________________
IMMIGRATION
___________________________________________________________________________________
JOURNEY
___________________________________________________________________________________
EMIGRÉ
___________________________________________________________________________________
REFUGEE
___________________________________________________________________________________
TRAVEL
___________________________________________________________________________________
VISIT

| nytimes.com/nie | (800) 631-1222 44

GEOGRAPHY THEMES in The New York Times

LESSON PLAN 11
POPULATION CONCENTRATION

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students
will demonstrate
comprehension of
population density by
charting the number of
articles in Section A of
today’s New York
Times that report on
the world’s most
populous regions.

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● “What might be some of the effects of rapid population growth in the

next century?”
● “Are there both positive and negative aspects to having more humans on
this planet?”
■ Write the following terms on the board:
● population density (total population of a region divided by the region’s land area)
● urbanization (the growth of city populations)
● birthrate (the number of live births each year per 1,000 people)
● death rate (the number of deaths each year per 1,000 people)
● zero population growth (when the combined birthrate and immigration equals

the combined death rate and emigration)

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 11 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share answers briefly. Negative responses might include famine, disease and depletion of
natural resources, etc. Positive responses might include the possibility that as the number of
human beings increases, levels of technology and creative output also increase; growth in
areas losing population, etc.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 11 Worksheet.
■ Review some basic concepts and terms related to population. Note the most densely

populated regions are listed in order on the Lesson 11 Worksheet: East Asia, South
Asia, Europe and eastern North America. Ask students to name some cities, states or
countries in these areas. Examples include China, India, Paris, London and New York.
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to complete worksheets.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Which densely populated regions appear most frequently in today’s Times? As a

general rule, eastern North America, Europe and East Asia.
● Which regions not listed appear? Examples might include South America, the

Middle East or Africa.

➧➧➧
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● Can you draw any conclusions based on today’s coverage? Higher population density

does not necessarily mean more news coverage; most international news stories feature
unusual events or actions that affect the United States in some way, etc.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
Note to teacher: These assignments should be written in the style of a Science Times article,
with clear explanations of complicated concepts. This section is published on Tuesdays in The
New York Times. Using The Times as a model helps students learn to write clearly and
accurately.
■ For many years, scientists used the Malthusian curve to project the effects of

population growth. Who was Malthus, and what were his ideas about population?
How do they compare with contemporary population growth theories? Write a
comparative analysis.
■ Create a two-tiered timeline tracing the political, economic and social changes over

the past 50 years of the two most populous countries, China and India. What have
been the causes of these changes, and how have these changes, in turn, affected the
populations of these countries?
Note: While China and India have the most people, there are other countries –
Bangladesh, Rwanda, Burundi – that are more densely populated.
■ Choose a country mentioned in today’s New York Times, then locate and compare

Human Development Report statistics over the past decade. You can access reports
from the United Nations Development Program Web site: http://www.undp.org.
Answer this question: How has this country’s development over the past 10 years
affected its population growth?
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STUDENT NAME______________________________________ DUE DATE__________________
■ Estimate the proportion of news coverage the most densely populated regions of the world receive in

the newspaper.
■ Count the total number of articles on the front page and international pages of Section A of today’s

New York Times.
■ Circle the appropriate headlines with your pen or pencil.
■ In the chart below, list the headlines of articles mentioning these regions, followed by the total number
of articles in which these regions are mentioned.
■ Complete the calculations below the chart to arrive at your estimate.

REGION

Headlines of Articles With
Date and Section/Page #

Total Number of Articles in
Which Region Is Mentioned

EAST ASIA

SOUTH ASIA

EUROPE

EASTERN
NORTH
AMERICA

Total number of articles about these regions __________________________________________
Total number of articles on the front and international pages _________________________
Proportion of articles about the most densely populated regions _______________________
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GLOBAL MARKETPLACE

OBJECTIVE
In this lesson, students
will demonstrate
awareness of
globalization by:
●

identifying American
products or businesses
that can be found
worldwide
● creating a U.S.-targeted
marketing campaign
for a foreign company
mentioned in the
Business section
of today’s
New York Times.

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ Globalization, or the increasingly international nature of business, trade and finance, has

become a big subject of debate over the past decade. As the world marketplace becomes more
accessible, some argue that Western, and specifically American, mass culture and products
threaten to overshadow other cultures and economies. Others point to the positive aspects of
American culture, products and ideas and the advantages of increased global communications
and expanding worldwide trade.

LESSON RESOURCES
■ Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch addresses trade and globalization issues from the

perspective of workers, consumers, environmentally-minded citizens and others.
http://www.citizen.org/trade
■ The World Trade Organization is an intergovernmental organization that establishes

trade rules among countries.
http://www.wto.org

PREPARATION:
TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 12 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● How does world trade strengthen the economies of particular countries?
● Are there ways can it weaken economies at least in the short term?
● What is one example of global trade in your community?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute the Lesson 12 Worksheet.
■ Direct students to list, as a class, American products, businesses or brand names that

can be found around the world. Write the names on the board, as students fill them
in on their worksheets. Examples are McDonald’s, Nike, Microsoft, Coca-Cola and
Levi’s. Make sure to note the difference between company ownership of a product
name and the countries in which the goods are actually produced.
■ Then ask students to think of foreign products, businesses or brand names that can
be found in the United States. Write these on the board as they fill in their worksheets.
Examples are Adidas (Germany), Ikea (Sweden), Toyota (Japan), Gucci (Italy) and
Samsung (South Korea).
➧➧➧
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■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to scan today’s New York Times for articles on foreign companies or

products to complete the rest of the worksheet. They should start with the Business
section.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● What conclusions can you draw from the types of American and foreign products

on the global market? Answers will vary, but may include the global awareness of
American logos (“golden arches” or Nike “swoosh”) as cultural symbols. Most foreign
products found in the United States are from Asia or Europe, and might not have
the same significance in their home countries as in America.
● Do you think it is difficult for a foreign company to market its products or services
in the United States? Why or why not?
● Why is it important to note the difference between where the company is based
and where its products are made? Many companies try to produce their goods in
developing countries where labor and other costs tend to be lower.
■ Assign extension activities. Establish due dates.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Expand on this assignment by examining how various products are marketed to

particular geographic locations. What is the difference between a soft drink ad in the
Philippines, for example, and an ad for the same product in Kenya? What do these
ads say about the cultures they target? Search foreign newspapers, magazines and
Web sites for ads and write a comparative report linking marketing to geography in
the style of articles or the advertising column in the Business section of The New
York Times.
■ Research the history of a multinational corporation and make a presentation on how

the business grew, the structure of its leadership and ownership, memorable news
coverage and its role in the global market. Use past issues of The New York Times
(found on microfilm with an Index in larger libraries or online for a fee at
www.nytimes.com).
■ Learn about the World Trade Organization and other global trade agreements such as

GATT, Nafta and EFTA. Make a chart detailing when and why these were
established, which countries are involved and the main points of each agreement.
List the arguments for and/or against these agreements. Take a picture of your chart
and submit it with a caption to your student newspaper.

➧➧➧
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■ Hold a mock global trade conference in which representatives of different countries

discuss issues such as trade barriers, tariffs and quotas. As the representative of a
particular country, you must know about its imports and exports, economic stability
and current domestic and global political status. Keep your country’s interest in mind
while participating in conference meetings and debates. (Teacher: Assign students to
report on the mock conference in the style of a New York Times news article. Create
a front page from the articles.)
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STUDENT NAME_______________________________________

LIST U.S. PRODUCTS FOUND AROUND THE WORLD

A

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

LIST FOREIGN PRODUCTS FOUND IN THE UNITED STATES

B
C

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Select an example of a foreign company covered in today’s New York Times. Clip and attach
the article in which the company is mentioned, and fill in the information below.
Headline __________________________________________________________________
Name of company___________________________________________________________
Product or service it sells _____________________________________________________
How could this company market (or better market) to American consumers?___________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Create an ad targeting Americans for this company’s product.

D
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LESSON PLAN 13
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of this
lesson, students will be
able to identify countries
listed under the Foreign
Exchange table on a
world map by the names
of their currencies.

TOOLS NEEDED

NOTE TO TEACHER:
■ Economic and political geographers have long addressed the uneven distribution and flow

of capital around the world. The terms “developed country” and “less developed country”
(LDC) are used to indicate disparities in economic development based on general
standard of living, industrial strength, market viability, financial infrastructure and
investment capital.

LESSON RESOURCES
Historical data on foreign currency is documented by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York:
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/H10/hist/
xe.com offers an Interactive Currency Table:
http://www.xe.com/ict/

●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 13 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard
● Copies of a world
map, from an atlas or
a Web site such
as About.com:
http://www.geography.
about.com/library/
blank/blxindex.htm

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● What does it mean to live in a “developed” country or a “less developed country”?
● What are some of the differences in daily living in so-called developed versus less

developed countries?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board in their journals or on

paper. Share responses briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Engage students in a brief discussion of the term “development.” You may want to

review concepts such as “capital” and “standard of living.” Explain that economic and
political geographers often track the economic development of various countries
through the value of their currency. It is therefore important to become familiar with
the different names of currencies around the world.
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to the Foreign Exchange table in the Business section of today’s
New York Times (every day except Monday). Scan the list together as a class, taking
time to address any unfamiliar geographical locations.
■ Distribute blank world maps and the Lesson 13 Worksheets.
■ Direct students to fill in the world map using the name of the currency for each
country listed.

➧➧➧
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● How many European currencies are listed? About a dozen, including the euro.
● How many Asian currencies? About 15.
● How many African currencies? Two, South Africa and Egypt.
● How many South American currencies? Fewer than 10.
● What conclusions can you draw if you compare the number of European

currencies listed with the number of African currencies listed? European countries
have more developed economies, larger cash flows, more stable currencies and more
international trade. Most African countries, with the exception of South Africa, have
less stable, less developed economies, and so their currencies are less important to the
global economy and to Times readers.
● Do you think the terms “developed” and “less developed” are adequate terms to
describe the differences in economic conditions among countries? Why or why
not? If not, what terms or expressions do you think should be used to address the
disparity? Answers will vary.
■ Establish due dates for Extension assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Conduct an inventory of your room at home and list where different products were

made. Try to be as complete in your assessment as possible, including shoes and
clothing. Then chart on a map the various places represented in your inventory. How
do these locations compare with those represented in the Foreign Exchange listing or
the Foreign Stocks table? Is there a specific pattern or correlation? Present your
findings on a chart illustrated with appropriate clippings from The New York Times.
Compare charts in class.
■ Explore how different economic systems operate around the world. Color-code a
world map, illustrating the different types of economies that currently exist. Write a
caption in the style of a New York Times map.
■ Make a graph comparing statistics among member countries of the World Trade
Organization, using gross domestic product and average annual income as criteria.
What do these statistics indicate about the distribution of wealth among the worlds’
economies? Write an essay in the style of The Times’s Op-Ed page. Submit
to your student newspaper as an opinion piece.
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LESSON PLAN 13
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

STUDENT NAME_______________________________________ DUE DATE__________________

Part A
■ Clip and read the Foreign Exchange table in today’s New York Times.
■ Make two lists of nations — one for the Northern Hemisphere and one for the

Southern Hemisphere — represented in the Foreign Exchange table.
■ Then answer the questions below.

NORTHERN HEMISPHERE

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Part B
How many countries are in the Northern Hemisphere? How many the Southern Hemisphere?____________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can this difference be explained?______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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LESSON PLAN 14
BEING RESOURCEFUL

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to identify
examples of renewable
and nonrenewable
natural resources
reported on in today’s
New York Times.

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ People need natural resources in order to survive and to meet their needs in today’s modern

world. Natural resources are unevenly distributed around the world, and are often divided
into two categories: renewable and nonrenewable.
■ The New York Times often published articles that examine the use of natural resources

from political and economic perspectives. However, you may also present this lesson in
conjunction with the Science Times section (published on Tuesdays), which often runs articles
on the earth’s resources from a scientific perspective.

LESSON RESOURCES
TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 14 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers the Federal Government’s official
positions on various issues regarding natural resources http://www.epa.gov
For environmental education and activism information, visit the Web site of the
Environmental Defense Fund http://www.edf.org

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Write the following questions on the board:
● What three activities in your typical day rely on some form of energy, such as

electricity or gasoline?
● How would you perform these activities if these sources of energy were not available?

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the questions on the board. Share answers briefly.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ On the board, write two headings: renewable and nonrenewable.
■ Engage students in a discussion about the differences between resources that the

environment continues to supply or replace, and those that cannot be replaced once
they have been used.
■ As a class, make a list of each.
Renewable resources include soil (or biomass), water, wind, wildlife and sun. Although not
necessarily renewable, the sun is expected to keep the earth warm for another 5 billion years.
Nonrenewable resources are minerals formed by the earth over millions of years and include
fossil fuels such as oil, coal and petroleum.

➧➧➧
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■ Distribute The New York Times to all students.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 14 Worksheet. Review. Announce completion time.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● What are some current discussions or debates regarding natural resources? Answers

will vary.
● Who are some of the people associated with these discussions? Answers will vary,

but will probably include world leaders, business leaders and environmental advocates.
● Are there any natural resources that are not mentioned in today’s news? Why do

you think that might be? Answers will vary.
■ Assign extension activities or homework. Establish due dates for assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
■ Create a natural resources journal. For each day, make a chart that includes the time,

activity and natural resource you used. How “resourceful” are you? Report your
findings in a column that could appear on the Op-Ed page (opposite the Editorial
page) in The New York Times.
■ Research pollutants and other environmental threats to our earth and its natural
resources. Design a chart to illustrate the effects of hazards such as acid rain,
deforestation, desertification and the use of chlorofluorocarbons. Write a caption for
the chart in the style of The New York Times.
■ Establish a schoolwide cleanup, recycling, composting or general resource awareness
campaign. Make posters and donate time to better the conditions of your school or
community. Report on the campaign for your student newspaper. Use Times articles
as models for your writing.
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LESSON 14
BEING RESOURCEFUL

STUDENT NAME_______________________________________ DUE DATE__________________
■ Search today’s New York Times for three examples each of renewable

and non-renewable resources.
■ Circle the headlines of the articles in which the resources are mentioned.
■ Complete this worksheet.

RESOURCE

Renewable or
Non-renewable?

Page Number
and Headline

Main Issues/Key Players

(people mentioned and their roles)

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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LESSON PLAN 15
IT’S ONLY HUMAN

OBJECTIVE
At the conclusion of
this lesson, students will
be able to identify an
example of how
humans have changed
their environment,
formulate an opinion
and write a letter to the
editor of The New York
Times taking a stand
for or against that
change and referencing
Times news reports.

NOTES TO TEACHER:
■ As one of the five themes of geography, the interaction between humans and their

environment is an important topic. In the modern world, human activity may affect or
change the environment as much as the environment affects human activity. This lesson will
address human impact on the environment and encourage students to think critically about
its implications.

LESSON RESOURCES
The following organizations work to protect the environment:
National Audubon Society: http://www.audubon.org
Sierra Club: http://www.sierraclub.org
Cousteau Society: http://www.cousteau.org

PREPARATION:
■ Assemble tools.
■ Scan today’s New York Times for articles that address any example of human activity

TOOLS NEEDED
●

Copies of today’s
New York Times,
one per student
● Copies of the
Lesson 15 Worksheet,
one per student
● Pens or pencils
● Class journals (if used)
or paper
● Classroom blackboard

affecting or altering the environment.
■ Write the following question on the board: “What are some ways in which human
activities affect the environment?”

WARM-UP
■ Direct students to respond to the question on the board in their journals or on paper.

Share answers briefly, and make a list of responses on the board for reference.

NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
■ Distribute today’s New York Times to all students.
■ Direct students to scan the paper for some of the examples listed on the board from

their warm-up responses. Guide them toward some specific articles you selected
before class.
■ Distribute copies of the Lesson 15 Worksheet. Explain to students that they will
choose an article to read closely, then formulate a position on the issue addressed in
the article. Even if the article is not about something controversial, students need to
decide whether they support a particular human activity or interaction and its effects
on the environment that was discussed in the article.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ASK:
● Why should humans care about protecting the earth and its natural resources?

➧➧➧
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Because not all resources are renewable, a cleaner environment offers more pleasant and
safer living conditions, and even resources that are renewable can become limited
through pollution and other human interaction.
● Do you feel that some human changes to the environment are less harmful than
others? Discuss. Answers will vary.
● Assign a letter to the editor of The Times as homework. Establish due dates for
homework and extension assignments.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY
■ Choose a particular biome (ocean, woodland, wetland, desert or tropical rainforest).

Using encyclopedias, geography texts, science books or Web resources, report on
the following: examples of wildlife, examples of plants, climate conditions that
support life in the biome, and how humans have affected this biome and its
organisms. Write up your findings with your opinion on the topic in the style of an
essay on the Op-Ed page of The New York Times.
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IT’S ONLY HUMAN

STUDENT NAME_______________________________________ DUE DATE__________________
■ Clip and read an article from today’s New York Times that addresses human

interaction or change to the environment.
■ Answer the questions below, which will serve as an outline for your letter to the editor.
■ Write a letter to the editor of The New York Times expressing your opinion, for or

against the activity in the article. Read the letters to the editor on the editorial
page of today’s Times to use as models for your letter.
Headline of Article___________________________________________________________________
Page/Section________________________________________________________________________
Human Activity/Effect/Change to Environment____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Part of Environment Affected__________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Government Organization/Companies/Individuals Involved___________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Key Facts in This Article_______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Are You For or Against This Activity/Change? Why?_________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Think Should Be Done to Encourage Support of or to Protest This Activity?____________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Write your letter using this and any other information you feel is relevant.
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APPENDIX
RESOURCES

GENERAL RESOURCES
The New York Times Almanac, edited by John W. Wright, with editors and reporters of
The Times, Penguin 2005 (and annually).
If the World Were a Village, by David J. Smith, Kids Can Press, Tonawanda, N.Y., 2002
Maps and globes: George F. Cram Co. Inc., P.O. Box 426, Indianapolis, IN 46206.
Phone: 1-800-227-4199 or www.georgefcram.com

SUMMARY OF LESSON RESOURCES
Note: Many Web sites can be accessed without typing in “http://.”

LESSON 1
The National Geographic Web site provides additional classroom activities to
illustrate the Five Themes of Geography. There is also information about the
pedagogical concepts behind the five themes, written in 1984 by the Joint
Committee on Geographic Education of the National Council for Geographic
Education (NCGE) and the Association of American Geographers (AAG).
www.nationalgeographic.com
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/education/themes.html

LESSON 2
National Geographic’s Map Machine contains a detailed world atlas and other map
resources. http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine

LESSON 3
Atlapedia Online contains full-color physical and political maps as well as statistics
on countries of the world. http://www.atlapedia.com
Produced by Fourmilab of Switzerland, the Earth and Moon Viewer lets you look at
the Earth from the perspective of the sun, the moon or above any specified location
on the globe. http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview

LESSON 4
Worldwide weather forecasts can be found on The New York Times Web site.
http://www.nytimes.com/weather
The National Severe Storms Laboratory investigates all aspects of severe weather and
is dedicated to improving forecasts and severe weather warnings.
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/
➧➧➧

| nytimes.com/nie | (800) 631-1222 61

GEOGRAPHY THEMES in The New York Times

APPENDIX
AccuWeather is an excellent source of national radar and satellite images used to
create weather reports. http://www.accuweather.com

LESSON 5
Worldwide weather forecasts can be found on The New York Times Web site.
http://www.nytimes.com/weather
Weather Services International provides more than 250,000 pages of detailed weather
information: http://www.intellicast.com
Up-to-the-second weather data from locations around the world can be found at the
Automated Weather Source: http://www.aws.com

LESSON 6
“If the World Were a Village”, by David J. Smith. This book explains the living
conditions of the world’s six billion people by describing what the world would look
like as a village of 100 people, e.g., 20 earn less than a dollar a day. Kids Can Press,
Tonawanda, N.Y., 2002.
Blank maps are available from About.com:
www.geography.about.com/library/blank/blxindex.htm

LESSON 7
News Directory is a good source of English-language newspapers and other media
from around the world:
www.newsdirectory.com

LESSON 9
For detailed information about the culture and history of nearly every country in the
world, see The New York Times Almanac or the C.I.A. Factbook Web site:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook

LESSON 10
Visit the Ellis Island Web site to learn more about immigration to the United States:
http://www.ellisisland.org.
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Department Web site offers
statistical data on immigration:
http://www.ins.gov
Archaeology Magazine often features articles on human migration:
http://www.archaeology.org

➧➧➧
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LESSON 11
Compare Human Development Report statistics over the past decade. You can access
reports from the United Nations Development Program Web site:
http://www.undp.org

LESSON 12
The World Trade Organization is an intergovernmental organization that establishes
trade rules among countries:
http://www.wto.org
Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch addresses trade and globalization issues from the
perspective of workers, consumers, environmentally-minded citizens and others:
http://www.citizen.org/trade

LESSON 13
Blank outline maps are available from About.com:
http://www.geography.about.com/library/blank/blxindex.htm
Historical data on foreign currency are documented by the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York for customs purposes:
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/H10/hist/
xe.com offers an Interactive Currency Table: http://www.xe.com/ict/

LESSON 14
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers the federal government’s official
positions on various issues regarding natural resources: http://www.epa.gov
For environmental education and activism information, visit the Web site of the
Environmental Defense Fund: http://www.edf.org

LESSON 15
The following organizations work to protect the environment:
National Audubon Society: http://www.audubon.org
Sierra Club: http://www.sierraclub.org
Cousteau Society: http://www.cousteau.org
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