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Consequence Wheel 
 
A tool for students to think reflectively and creatively about possible consequences of 
an event, issue or idea 

Concepts: 
Interdependence  
 

Learning Areas: 
Can be used in any 
learning area 

NZC Level: 
1-8 
 

Timeframe:  
1 lesson 

EfS in the NZC  
Through the consequence wheel tool students may develop: 
• elements of the key competencies thinking, managing self, relating to others, 

participating and contributing, and using language, symbols and text 
• reflective thought and action 
• shared learning 
• connections to prior learning and experience 
 

The Learning Context 
 
A consequence wheel supports students to think reflectively and creatively by 
encouraging them to consider a range of possible ‘consequences’ to a particular event, 
issue or idea. It can be used as a whole class, small group or individual strategy 
depending on the ability and confidence of students.  
 
It is strongly recommended that teachers scaffold the use of the strategy by providing 
a model for students to consider, developing one together in a shared demonstration 
and then giving students the opportunity to explore the strategy for themselves, first 
in pairs or small groups and eventually independently.  It enables students to evaluate 
and reflect on a given situation or potential action and inform their own decision 
making and choices. 
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Teaching as Inquiry 
p.35 NZC 
When planning consider 
these questions 

Concepts for EfS 
Teachers need to connect students’ learning to concepts in EfS and school based broad 
understandings for learning so that students can make sense of their knowledge, about 
their experiences of and attitudes towards sustainability. 
 
By using the consequence wheel tool students will develop an 
understanding of the concept of interdependence by reflecting 
broadly on the possible consequences (positive or negative) of an 
event, idea or issue. 
 

Focusing the inquiry 
 
What are our students’ 
needs and abilities? 
How do we know?  
(What is our evidence 
base?) 
 
What is the focus of our 
learning? 
How are we ensuring 
students are developing 
a concept of a 
sustainable future? 
 

Learning areas 
 
This tool can be used in any learning area. 
 
Social Sciences - explore and analyse people’s values and 
perspectives. 
English - writing tasks developing different perspectives/points of 
view 

What are we doing to 
help our students 
develop significant 
understandings across a 
range of learning areas? 
 
What do we want 
students to know and 
understand as a result 
of this learning? 
 

Student learning outcomes 
 
Possible learning outcomes from using this tool: 
• thinking about and relating to a situation from different 

perspectives 
• understanding that any event, issue or idea has consequences 

on others and the environment 
• collaborating with others to build new knowledge 
• thinking critically before making decisions 
 
I will be able to talk about the consequences of actions and issues 
from different points of view. 
 
I will be able to use this information to justify an action. 

 
 
Teaching inquiry 
 
Will this strategy 
support my students to 
learn this? 
 
 
 
 
 
How will we know? 
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Learning sequence 

 
• In the centre circle place a statement or issue, for example: 

o  taking your own shopping bags to the supermarket 
o  use of organic liquid fertiliser on a dairy farm 
o light rail systems in urban areas. 

 
• In each outward radiating section of the circle place ONE 

consequence of the issue or statement. The consequence can be 
positive and/or negative from the perspective of those 
completing the wheel. 

 
• A new ‘consequence’ is then considered for each of the 

statements from the inner radiating sections as the wheel works 
outwards. 

 
• The issue can then be discussed from a range of perspectives 

and possible consequences to support students considering their 
own actions and choices. 

 

Teaching and 
learning 
 
 
 
 
Learning inquiry 
 
What happened during 
the learning? 
 
How did my students 
respond? 
 
How will this learning 
contribute to a 
sustainable future? 
 
How can this learning 
make a difference? 
 
 
What is next? 
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Example 
 
This consequence wheel was completed by a group of teachers in 
response to the article “Blue Fish on the Footpath” by …… School 
Journal 1992:2: 

 

 

Next steps: 
Some possible next steps could be: 
 
• Students could take the ‘wheel’ to a range of different people 

and ask them for one ‘consequence’.  Complete it and ask the 
same person to follow that section of the wheel radiating out. 
Then let the person see what other people think. 

• Discuss the consequences in relation to the aspects of 
sustainability: social, cultural, economic, environmental and 
political.  

• Complete one wheel focusing on what is currently happening, 
then take the same issue and complete the wheel focusing on a 
more sustainable future e.g. plastic shopping bags and re-usable 
shopping bags, synthetic fertilisers and organic fertilisers. 

• Use insights and knowledge gained from the consequence wheel 
to decide on or justify ideas for action. 

• Plan for action - complete action planners 

Focusing inquiry 
 
 
What are my student’s 
needs and abilities?  
 
How do I know? 
 
 
 
What is the next focus 
for our learning? 
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Things to think about… 
 
• Scaffold the use of this tool by firstly providing a model for 

students to consider, then developing one together in a shared 
demonstration. Follow this with the opportunity to do one in 
pairs or small groups before eventually completing one 
independently.   

• Keep things moving – set time frames if necessary to get 
students up and interacting with each other. 

• Think about how your students might reflect – is it best to let 
them draw a picture or write one word? Is a fact, phrase or 
two or three words acceptable, or do you want them to write a 
sentence or have a discussion? 

 
Variations on the strategy: 
• Have a range of issues and consequence wheels around the 

room, students move around the wheels and complete one 
new consequence each time. 

• As in the bullet point above but confine the wheels to a small 
group and move the wheels around the group. Each group 
member adding their thoughts and ideas before discussing as a 
group. 

 

 


